Correspondence between Justice K. Kannan, Punjab and Haryana High Court and
Mr. Prashant Bhushan, Convener, Campaign for Judicial Accountability and
Reform

Justice K.Kannan's response
Dear Mr.Prashant Bhushan,

I do not know your official email id and hence posting this mail at this id under the belief that it
will gain your attention. My chief justice gave to me your letter addressed to each of the judges
requiring the declaration of assets. | hold views against your demand and | have attached a
document for my point of view. Having said this, I still have no qualms about letting you know
about my riches or lack of it!

Mr.Prashant Bhushan's reply:
Dear Justice Kannan,

Thank you for taking the trouble of writing to me about your views on the declaration of assets.
Your views are forthright and from the fact that you have sent your declaration of assets to me is
clear evidence of the fact that your views are not coloured by a reluctance to declare your own
assets.

But with respect, | beg to disagree with your views as set forth. In essence, what you say is that a
judge having to answer uncomfortable questions about his wealth or its source or otherwise
would compromise his independence. You go on to say that judges should not be accountable to
the people or to any other authority or even to their brother judges. In maintaining this, you are
indeed consistent. Consistent yes, but in my view the marginal gain in independence will be more
than offset by the enormous increase in corruption and misconduct of judges due to the lack of
accountability.

We have advocated for a long time that there needs to be set up a Constitutional National Judicial
Complaints commission, which will have the power to take disciplinary action against judges.
This should be constituted in the following manner: The Chairman appointed by a collegium of all
judges of the Supreme Court. One member appointed by a collegium of all CJs of the High Courts.
One member to be appointed by the Cabinet. One member to be appointed by a collegium of
leaders of Opp of the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. And one member to be appointed by a
collegium of the Chairman NHRC, CVC, CEC, CAG etc.

All these members would enjoy security of tenure and would be independent of the government
and the judiciary.

However this is a long dialogue, which we can engage in when we meet.
But I do appreciate your candidness and forthrightness.

With warm regards,
Prashant Bhushan



